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The What Makes The Difference? project (WMTD), partly funded by the European Social 
Fund EQUAL initiative, is working to identify ways to improve poor outcomes for older 
children in care and leaving care in England. To facilitate success, young people from 
care are at the heart of every part of the project. WMTD is a large partnership involving
60 organisations from national and local government, voluntary and independent 
sectors, with young people’s charity Rainer as lead partner.

Rainer is the national charity for under-supported young people.
We work with thousands of young people and young adults every year who are living at 
the margins of society. They may be in or leaving care, involved in or on the fringes of 
crime, out of work, homeless or facing young parenthood without the safety net of a 
supportive family.
See www.raineronline.org
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The National Leaving Care Advisory Service (NLCAS), is a national organisation,  
supported by young people’s charity Rainer, which is devoted to improving the life 
chances of care leavers. Its work aims to assist, and where necessary challenge, 
government, local authorities and other agencies who have a responsibility for 
developing policy around young people in and leaving the care system. NLCAS undertakes 
public policy work, information, and advice and specific time-limited consultancy and 
development projects.

The Fostering Network is the UK’s leading charity for everyone involved in fostering.  
The organisation’s work is focused on improving foster care and making a difference to 
the lives of over 60,000 children and young people living in foster care at any one time.    

WMTD is partly funded by the European Social Fund Equal initiative. Equal aims to test 
and promote new ways of combating discrimination and inequalities in relation to the 
labour market, through transnational co-operation. 
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