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Tower Hamlets Leaving Care Service

JOINT LEAVING CARE AND HOMELESS SERVICE PROTOCOL

ALLOCATION OF TEMPORARY HOUSING TO TOWER HAMLETS

CARELEAVERS (OVER 18 YEARS) UNDER THE HOUSING ACT 1996 PART
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7(AS AMENDED BY THE HOMELESS ACT 2002)
Policy Statement and Procedure
Statutory Duty and Current Practice

LBTH Leaving Care Service (LCS) under the Children Leaving Care Act has a
statutory duty to provide suitable accommodation for ‘eligible’ and ‘relevant’
young people i.e. young people less than 18 years of age. The exceptions being
young people who are parents or have a disability, where they may be able to
claim benefits.

Under the Housing Act 1996 (as amended by the Homeless Act 2002) the local
authority has a duty to assess any person claiming to be homeless which includes
a determination of priority need. Any person under 21 who between 16 and 18
was, but is no longer, looked after, accommodated or fostered (other than a
relevant student) is automatically deemed to be in priority need.

For young people over 18 years of age, LBTH has a statutory duty under the
Children Leaving Care Act 2000 to provide accommodation where:

a young person is in continuous full time further or higher education agreed
as part of a Pathway Plan and continues to be so until they are 21 years old
(or 24 years if they are in planned continuous education)

As such the LCS will provide suitable accommodation for those young people
over 18 years and in full time education or training. This can include emergency
accommodation.

In addition to this statutory duty L.C.S will provide temporary accommodation to
care leavers over 18 years old and not in full time education/training until they are
21 years old. The LCS in partnership with Housing has developed a range of
supported housing options to support this process as part of its role as corporate
parent for this vulnerable group.

In certain circumstances it is not possible for LCS to provide temporary
accommodation, for example, in emergency situations, or where a young person
has exhausted all suitable temporary accommodation options available to them via
the LCS. In these circumstances LCS will access accommodation via the
Homeless Service.













